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BIFAN World

=> FEATURE

Let the

Fantasia

Begin!

After weeks of heavy rain, the sun, and the stars, came out last night for
the opening ceremony of the 21st edition of the Bucheon International
Fantastic Film Festival (BIFAN). The night kicked off in the early evening
with the red carpet being rolled out for actors, directors, producers,
and other film talents as they made their way into the glamorous event.
Famous festival attendees included popular Spanish director Alex de
la Iglesia as well as actress and Cannes award winner Jeon Do-yeon
who, at this year's festival, will be the focus of a special retrospective
of her film work titled "Contact'.

Held in the lawn square in front of the majestic Bucheon City Hall
building, this year's opening ceremony was hosted by Gangster High
and Manhole actor Choung Kyung-ho and actress Jang Na-ra of Girls
Revolution and Mr. Back.

Following the opening ceremony was a screening of the festival's
opening film Room No. 7. Directed by Lee Yong-seung and starring
festival red carpet attendees Shin Ha-kyun and Do Kyung-soo, the
Korean dark comedy thriller held its world premiere before a packed
house on a beautiful summer night.

The opening ceremony's overwhelming turnout should come as no
surprise to people who have been following BIFAN the past several
months. After moving to a new headquarters, and hiring additional

©PARK JONG DEOK

programmers to strengthen and expand the festival's offerings, BIFAN
premiered this year with an energized spirit.

During the opening ceremony, Chairman of the Festival Organizing
Committee Chung Ji-young took the stage to say "Last year, we
presented a new vision and launched a program to raise the depth and
bring freshness to a program that was searching for various changes. |
would like to ask for your encouragement and support for this year and
| hope you enjoy the midsummer Fantasia in Bucheon."

With a theme of "Love, Fantasy, and Adventure", this year's Bucheon
International Fantastic Film Festival will run for 11 days and feature
nearly 289 films from almost 58 countries.

The festival will conclude next Thursday, July 20 with an awards
ceremony, followed by a screening of the closing film, the Japanese,
manga-based Gintama.

Though the festival technically ends next Thursday, festival-goers
unable to see films the first time around should make a visit to Bucheon
next weekend. In addition to the already programmed screenings,
BIFAN will also offer surprise screenings, as well as awards
screenings which will feature films that received awards at the closing

ceremony.

Christopher Weatherspoon
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Bad Black

Nabwana L.G.G. | Uganda | 2016 | 68min
World Fantastic Red

There's micro-budget, and then there's Bad Black. Allegedly
shot with a production budget of $200 USD, this over the top
Ugandan action film is a practice in the absurd, yet is not
totally unfulfilling.
The movie opens with Swaz (that's short for Schwarzenegger)
robbing a bank, after which, he dies in a car explosion. An
awkward transition later we cut to a young girl helping
her grandmother. She later overhears someone telling her
grandmother to get rid of her so she runs away from home and
joins a gang with other outcast children. She eventually grows
up to become Bad Black, a smooth criminal mastermind that
can't be stopped. How Bad Black and Swaz are connected is
anybody's guess, but if you've managed to stay with the film
this far, you're obviously committed.
Director Nabwana 1.G.G., who also served as the movie's
producer, writer, editor, cinematographer, and special effects
creator is clearly a fan of action films.
Though less than 70 minutes in length, Bad Black does begin
to drag at points partially because of the non-stop (but funny)
voice over commentary.
However the movie's insane (and sometimes dangerous)
action sequences, fun dialogue, and over the top storyline
should keep the attention of most for the movie's hour-plus
running time. Those who make it to the film's ending will be
rewarded with a resolution that makes it all worth it.

Christopher Weatherspoon

BIFAN has

fans
worldwide

Brazilian Filmmaker
Gilson FagundesMattie Do

Gilson Jose Fagundes is a filmmaker from Sao Paolo, Brazil who has
recently moved to South Korea to continue his film career.

Chris: So you're from Brazil, how do you know about BiFan?

Gilson: A film that | hard a part in making "The Skin under the Leather"
was shown here in 2015. When | came to Korea | told myself | would
definitely visit the Bucheon Fantastic Film Festival

Chris: Do you like Korean genre films?

Gilson: Yes absolutely | love Korean genre films. | think that they're
strong, well made. | especially like how they tend to mix two genres.
For instance, Park Chan-wook's "Thirst" was a mixture of horror and
romance.

Chris: Is this your first genre film festival?
Gilson: No, this is actually my second. | have also attended the
International Fantastic Film Festival of Porte Alegro (Fantaspoa) as well.

Chris: How does this compare?
Gilson: Porte Alegro (festival) is big like this festival but it tends to
feature more films from Latin America.

Chris: What are you heading to see now?

Gilson: Actually | am on the way to see Lee Chang-dong's (22). He is
my favorite director and I'm excited because after the screening there
will be a talk with the director and actress.

Chris: What has been your favorite part of BiFan so far?
Gilson: | really liked the VR Experience. That was my first time doing
anything like that.

Christopher Weatherspoon

Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival
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