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FEATURE

BIFAN,
Encore!

Secret Superstar

Time in Korea often seems to pass more quickly than elsewhere,
yet in the case of BIFAN it is practically supersonic. While it
may feel like yesterday that the opening ceremony took place,
a staggering 290 films, project markets, special events, mega
talks and much more have all taken place, with each day
entertaining genre enthusiasts and witnessing the forging of
new relationships with industry professionals. BIFAN 2018 has
also seen an incredible number of sold out screenings and
record ticket sales, reaffirming that the demand for the genre
film experience is stronger than ever.

The Closing Ceremony will take place tonight at Bucheon City
Hall's Main Theater, where following a red carpet event and
announcement of awards, closing film Secret Superstar will be
screened. The Indian production is the feature debut of writer/
director Advait CHANDAN, who tells the coming-of-age tale
of teenager Insia and her desire to become a singer. While

her mother is supportive, Insia’s deeply conservative father

vehemently disagrees with her chosen vocation, resorting to
violence to maintain his patriarchal authority over the family.
Yet when a video of Insia’s singing goes viral, tension within the
family escalates even further. Secret Superstar is a fitting film
to close BIFAN 2018. The story of a talented underdog fighting
for recognition and to achieve their aspirations is exactly what
genre filmmakers face as they battle to have their unique
vision(s) on the big screen. Succeed they do - and BIFAN is the
place to witness it happen. Onward to BIFAN 2019!

BIFAN Rush

Good news! BIFAN 2018 will not finish tonight - as part of an
encore screening for audiences called BIFAN Rush, films will
continue to be screened throughout Saturday 21st and Sunday
22nd. Many of the higgest titles from the festival will be playing
again for audiences, including competition films, family friendly
movies, Best of Asia titles, hardcore genre pieces as well as
horror and sci-fi classics.

Also interspersed during the weekend schedule will be four
‘Awarded Title" screenings, which are based on the films that
win the big prizes at BIFAN. It will provide an opportunity for
cinema-goers to appreciate the highly acclaimed and most
popular movies from the festival, the results of which will be
announced at the Closing Ceremony tonight. Furthermore,
four ‘Surprise Screening’ events will take place over the
weekend. The first to be announced was Korean film A Bad
Hair Day by director KIM Jong-kwan and starring HAN Ye-ri.
Bollywood action film Jai Lava Kusa by director K. S. RAVINDRA,
and blockbuster Indian movie Tiger is Alive by director Ali
Abbas ZAFAR were revealed as the second and third special
screenings, respectively. The fourth film is yet to be announced.
For audiences too busy to join the festival during the week,
BIFAN Rush is a wonderful opportunity for cineastes to come

and join the BIFAN experience. Simon McEnteggart

|
REVIEW

Buy Bust

Erik MATTI | Philippines | 2017 | 128min | World Fantastic Red

Filipino action blockbuster Buy Bust is an explosive high-octane
piece of cinema from director Erik MATTI. Expertly using the
labyrinthian shanty towns for taught thrills and featuring fantastic stunt
choreography in the creation of ultra-violence, Buy Bust offers scathing
commentary on the current ‘war on drugs’ in The Philippines and is a
must-see for action genre fans.

When the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency’s elite squad receives
a tip-off that crime boss Biggie Chen is hiding out in a nearby slum,
the team assembles and prepare to take him out. Winding through the
maze of paths they finally locate Chen’s base - and everything suddenly
goes horribly wrong. The team must fight to survive as they are hunted
by gun-toting gangsters, knife-wielding maniacs, and even the citizens
themselves, as they battle to escape the slum.

The film wastes little time getting into the heart of the action, as the elite
squad are quickly introduced and thrown into peril. The cinematography,
camerawork, production design et al are superbly executed throughout
the slum sequences, ramping up the oppressive and claustrophobic
atmosphere to effectively convey the severity of the situation. While
characterisation is in short supply, Anne CURTIS makes a great
transition into the action genre and is a compelling lead who throws
herself into the midst of battle with conviction, while MMA Brandon
VERA has potentially crafted a new career for himself as a Dwayne
Johnson-esque powerhouse who dispatches the opposition with
hilarious ease.

While a solid action-fest for much of the running time, Buy Bust
truly stands out during the final act in which the events become a
commentary on the deadly political climate in The Philippines, leading to

a stellar finale that leaves a lasting impression. Simon McEnteggart

|
INTERVIEW

1 Adrienne SEET
| 2 AurélienLAINE
3 Jermaine YUEN
® 4 Minji KANG
5 RajaSAAD

6 SerEnLOW

Fantastic Film School
Alumni 2018

“I feel honoured to have met talented people who are passionate
about their craft.” W Adrienne SEET is a filmmaker/entrepreneur based in
Norway. She’s developing fantasy thriller Thin Ice about psychological violence.
“The people organizing it and those participating are the friendliest
people | know and the most dedicated in enabling attendees’
success.” ® Aurelien LAINE is a French screenwriter based in Seoul,
currently writing for a Korea/UK produced animated TV show.

“The mentors were incredibly insightful, | was able to meet amazing
peaple, the hospitality was superb, and the parties are the best.”

® Jermaine YUEN is an Australian filmmaker whose dark fantasy film Abyss
went to multiple festivals. He also works as a production designer.

“I found FFS a transformative platform for emerging filmmakers, very
sensational. Thank you BiFan!” w Minji KANG is a writer/director working
in Los Angeles and Seoul. She is currently developing upcoming feature film Mlicit,
a haunting family thriller.

“Not just because we learnt a lot from our instructors but | really
enjoyed all the networking events and pitch sessions.”

® Raja SAAD is the first Pakistani to attend FFS. He wants to promote the
Pakistan film industry for future co-productions.

“FFS is really fun. | met producers and directors from different
countries who are at the same stage of their careers as me.”

) Ser En LOW is a BAFTA-winning Singaporean producer. She works as an
associate producer at mm2 Entertainment.

Simon McEnteggart
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