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FEATURE

Welcome to BiFan's

20th Extravaganza

Bigger, bolder, and better than ever before,
BiFan's 20th anniversary is set to be a
cinematic celebration of epic proportions,
guaranteed to delight casual filmgoers and
cineastes alike.

What's to be expected at BiFan 20167 Under
the leadership of newly incumbent festival
director Choi Yong-bae, Asia’s top genre
festival has streamlined categories, added
further theaters and exhibitions, and increased
the number of films to be screened to a
staggering 320 titles from 49 countries.
Opening with a red carpet ceremony next to
Bucheon City Hall, BiFan will screen quirky
American comedy-drama Captain Fantastic.
The film, which earned Matt Ross the Directing

forests of the Pacific Northwest, until a event
forces them on a road trip.

Then, over the course of the next eight days
audiences will be spoilt for choice over

what to see. There is the staple Bucheon
Choice competition category, featuring 12
diverse films vying to secure the top prizes
from the jury who consist of Korean actress
Chang Mi-hee (Dream), Christian Jeune who
operates as the Head of the Film Department
at Cannes, actor Jung Jin-yeong (Ode To My
Father), director/author/artist Khavn De La
Cruz, and producer Garrick Dion (Whiplash).
Bucheon Choice is now also joined by the
Korean Fantastic program, created to support

filmmakers from the peninsula, whose 10 films

Prize prize in Un Certain Regard at the Cannes  will be judged by Toronto Int. Film Festival

Film Festival earlier this year, centers around
father Ben Cash who has unconventionally
raised his children away from civilisation in the

programmer Giovanna Fulvi, Director of
London East Asia Film Festival Hyejung Jeon,
and Max Movie Chief Editor Park Hye Eun.

The special programs on offer are wonderfully
varied and highlight the very best of cinema.
20 Years, 20 Favorites showcases the most
popular films from BiFan's history, selected
from an online poll. The legacy of one of the
genuine all-time greats is celebrated through
A Black Star that Fell to the Earth: A Tribute to
David Bowie, screening four films dedicated to
the truly inspirational artist who was tragically
lost earlier this year. Gaumont: 120 Years of
Cinema champions the diplomatic relations
between France and Korea, while | Confess,
Nakashoma Tetsuya exalts the Japanese
maestro’s incredible output, and Best of Asia
provides audiences with the opportunity to
watch some of the most popular recent films
from across the continent. There really is
something for everyone to see at BiFan this
year.

Industry-wise, the launch of the newly founded
B.I.G. (Bucheon Industry Gathering) runs from
July 22~28 and will explore market trends in
Asian cinema, while The Network of Asian
Fantastic Films (NAFF) operates from July
25~28 and hosts a genre film project market,
providing a genuine lifeline for filmmakers
seeking to achieve their vision.

The festivities begin to wind down with the
closing ceremony and highly anticipated Asian
premier of animated zombie film Seoul Station
on July 29. Director Yeon Sang-ho’s macabre
tale depicts the outbreak of a horrific virus in
the Korean capital, and looks likely to be one
of the most talked about K-films at the festival
this year.

Each day be sure to continue checking the
BiFan dailies highlighting the great events
transpiring throughout the festival. We wish
you an exceptional BiFan experience!

Simon McEnteggart

“20 Years, 20 Favorites,
a Culmination of
Greatness

In celebration of 20th year of The Buchecon
International Fantastic Film Festival, BiFan presents
its special program “20 Years, 20 Favorites”. The 20
chosen films highlight the fact that BiFan is primarily
a genre film festival, and it is often hard to categorize
these films as they reside in cross genre forms
throwing you twists and turns that capture not only
your attention but your imagination. Before each
feature film in this program, one of seven of the best
short films from BiFan's history will also screen. If
you have never previously seen these works here’s
your chance to catch these classic genre benders.
Donny Darko (Richard KELLY) and Save The Green
Planet (JANG Jun-Hwan). Both films combine
comedy, mystery and suspense, romance, science
fiction and fantasy and have hit cult status.

Sinister, gripping and disturbing best summarize

the drama-horror films: Ring (NAKATA Hideo)

Let The Right One In (Tomas ALFREDSON) and
Martyrs (Pascal LAUGIER), the latter of which is
recommended more for hardcore horror fans
Thrillers mixing elements of dark comedy, mystery
and suspense include plot twister Memento
(Christopher NOLAN,) The Chaser (NA Hong-Jin) and
American Psycho (Mary HARRON), while Bedevilled
(JANG Chul-Soo) verges on being a horror.

Films of a differentilk include Amelie of Montmartre
(Jean-Pierre JEUNET) which blends romance,
comedy and fantasy whilst Velvet Goldmine (Todd
HAYNES) and Devdas (Sanjay Leela BHANSALI) offer
a combination of art house performance, drama and
musical genres.

Don’t miss your chance to see some of the best films
of the last 20 years all of which are highly praised

and/or deservedly awarded. Chocoshrek

n

BiFan Buzz

{Seoul Station)

As the 20th anniversary of BiFan prepares to open, what events are film
professionals excited for?

“To begin with, I'm very curious to see the closing film Seoul Station, and I'm
curious to see if people who liked Train To Busan (currently doing well on general
release) show a strong interest in the film, which is a kind of prequel. Very much
looking forward to The Neon Demon, Forest, and | hope to finally see The Horribly
Slow Murderer With The Extremely Inefficient Weapon, which | hear is fantastic.
And finally, it would be a real treat to see Georges Franju’s classic Eyes Without A
Face on the big screen!”

Darcy Paquet (film critic/ Director of Wildflower Film Awards Korea)

“The involvement of Chinese producers at this year’s BiFan has me excited to meet
them with the possibility to co-produce projects in the future. Socializing with like-
minded filmmakers and cinephiles” is always fun. I'm really looking forward to
seeing the opening and closing films, Captain Fantastic and Seoul Station.”

David Redmond (Development Producer/ Creator of upcoming Jikii film project)
“BIFAN has always been a hive of creativity, fantastic filmmaker’s international and
local, and great for networking opportunities. Couple that with a few gory horrors to
watch and the new B.1.G program, and I'm really looking forward to creating some
new business opportunities and some potential international co-productions.”
David Oxenbridge (Lead Producer, WorkShed Productions)

Choco Shrek and Simon McEnteggart
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