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BiFon diory

Blood-Splattered Sonegs of

Love and Death

BiFan has always shown strong support for Japanese horror
films. In past editions, masters of the genre from the
neighboring country such as Miike Takashi, Kurosawa Kiyoshi
and Tsukamoto Shin'ya have been celebrated with special
screenings and retrospective programs. This year the seat of
honor will be occupied by Sono Sion, a poet, a performance
artist and a fiercely independent maverick filmmaker, whose
category-defying feature films stride the boundary between
avant-garde art and in-your-face exploitation, often garnished
with disturbingly incongruous moments of lyrical beauty or
pitch-black humor.

Born in 1961, Sono originally wanted to be a comic artist

but soon set his mind to becoming a film director, churning
out a series of no-budget short and feature films (including
his first work titled | Am Sono Sion [1985]), that won prizes

at international film festivals as well as kudos among the
cognoscenti. Notable among the works from his early period are
Bicycle Sighs (1990) and The Room (1992), the latter a dark and
foreboding “thriller” in which the alienating cityscape of Tokyo
is a constant, oppressive presence. He also continued to stage
guerrilla street theater with his colleagues in the performance
collective Tokyo Gagaga.

Sono's reputation as a horror maven was solidified after

the word-of-mouth success of Suicide Club (2002), an
extremely disturbing yet narrative-wise compromised
exploration of the then-topical phenomenon of group suicide
among young schoolgirls in Tokyo. Ishibashi Ryo is riveting

in the role of a police detective gradually dragged into an
incomprehensible nightmare of quasi-religious conspiracies
seemingly masterminded by children. Strange Circus (2005),

a more phlegmatic and restrained effort with many layers of
psychological (and cinematic) deceptions, was received even

better outside Japan, despite its transgressive subject matters

Why Don't You Play in Hell?

involving incest and child abuse. Sono has since made more conventional and
approachable (at least on the surface) psychological horror films such as Cold
Fish (2010), but for many of his admirers, his magnum opus remains Love
Exposure (2008), a nearly four-hour-long “melodrama” concerning a sinful
Catholic priest, his voyeur-transvestite son and their obsessive pursuits of love.
BiFan 2015's special program on Sono Sion showcases a wide range of his oeuvre
from the last fifteen years to satisfy both gorehounds salivating for limb-tearing
mayhem and connoisseurs of the challenging cinematic arts at once beautiful,
grotesque and absurd. Noriko's Dinner Table (2006) is a sequel-of-sorts to
Suicide Club that viciously vivisects the illusion of the perfect bourgeois family
in Japan. Guilty of Romance (2011), featuring powerful performances from its
female leads Mizuno Miki and Togashi Makoto, courts controversy with its cold
gaze at the dissolution of (female) subjectivity via overflowing sexual desire.
Why Don't You Play in Hell? (2013), on the other hand, may be seen as a twisted,
darkly funny commentary on the cinematic representation of violence. And of
course, there is Love & Peace (2015), a heart-warming (no, really!) tribute to the
power of love (seriously!), in which a rock-singer-wannabe office worker (super-
cute Hasegawa Hiromi) learns important life lessons from a green mutant turtle
(... okay, so maybe it's not entirely serious). Happily for you gorehounds out
there, the Sono Sion special culminates in his latest feature Tag (2015) which,
very loosely adapted from Yamada Yusuke's wacky dark fantasy, promises to
bring two of his favorite obsessions, schoolgirls and blood-drenched violence,

into a combustible mix! Kyu Hyun Kim




Bucheon Choices:

International and

Domestic Awards at BiFan

With 235 films from 45 countries, screening
over the next 9 days, BiFan offers movie-
goers a lot of choice! Luckily for the juries

of the Bucheon Choice Feature and Short
competitions, most of BiFan's offerings are
non-competition films. But, as in the past,
BiFan awards will support the freshest new
works from up and coming film talents.

The Feature film competition presents
awards in six categories: Best of Bucheon,
Best Director, Best Actor, Best Actress, Jury's
Choice, and NH Nonghyup Citizen's Choice.
The first two awards come with cash prizes
of 15,000,000 KRW and 10,000,000 KRW,
respectively, which will undoubtedly help the
award winners develop their creative talents in
future projects.

The Short film competition presents four
categories of awards, including Best Short
Film, Jury's Choice, Best Korean Short Film,
and Citizen's Choice, which also feature cash
prizes for the first three categories.

BiFan's competition sections bring together
international juries representing expertise in
film-making and culture industries. However,
in addition to specialized knowledge about
film technique and artistry, the festival
competitions also privilege the wisdom of
viewers, with Citizen’s Choice awards to
highlight audience favorites. Come and be a
part of the citizen jury at BiFan2015 and cast
your vote for your Bucheon Choice!

Michelle Cho

Transformation and rage:
A review of 100 Yen Love

There's something irrestistable about
the idea of a truly great actor taking
on the role of a boxer. After all, acting
is among the most physical of the

arts, and the way that certain actors

throw themselves into their roles
recalls the way that boxers attack their opponents.

Ando Sakura plays Ichiko, a 32-year old unemployed woman who, after a vicious
fight with her sister, finds herself moving out of her parents’ home. Considering
the miserable state of the main character at the start of the film, and her open
hostility toward the world in general, we might expect the usual trajectory: the
troubled protagonist hits bottom, and then slowly, through a newfound interest
in boxing, puts her life in order and achieves a sense of decency and self-worth in
the ring. Although in one sense, 100 Yen Love follows this storyline, in another
sense it does not. The emotions of the film, and the ups and downs of its
protagonist, remain hard to predict even as Ichiko transforms from a glowering
loser into an angry boxer.

Director Take Masaharu, who previously made Cafe Seoul (2009) and Eden (2012),
deserves credit for keeping the mood raw and the audience off-balance. Certain
moments of the film are genuinely disturbing and hard to forget. But really, this
movie is all about Ando Sakura. Viewers who have seen her acting in previous
films, such as Sono Sion’s Love Exposure or Kurosawa Kiyoshi’s TV movie
Penance, are sure to remember her. Although petite in real life, the physicality
she brings to her performances make her a formidable presence. In a way, it
seemed inevitable that one day she would step into the ring to play a boxer.

Her training for this role and her natural intensity give the boxing scenes an
unusual intensity. As in most boxing movies, she is facing an opponent, but
ultimately fighting herself. And the building up of her character in the early
sections of the film give the final scenes a real force. Ultimately, I'm not sure
that the film has very much to teach us about life or human nature, but it
succeeds as spectacle: the spectacle of an actress like Ando giving us everything
she’s got..

Darcy Paquet
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