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In the Mood

This year, BiFan is arriving just in time. Korea desperately needs
a party. Over the past two months, the phantom menace of
MERS has infected relatively few patients but has closed down
schools, cancelled festivals, shut people up in their homes and
scared away all the tourists. The streets have been weirdly
quiet, and it's never been so easy to get a seat on the subway.
Now, with MERS fading into irrelevance, it's time to come out
onto the streets and enjoy life a little. It's time to BiFan.

The audience looks ready. Tickets for the opening night
screening of comedy Moonwalkers, starring Ron Perlman as a
CIA agent sent to convince Stanley Kubrick to fake the Apollo
11 moon landing, sold out in only 8 seconds. As of two days
ago, online tickets to over 100 screenings in the main program
were already fully booked, leaving only same-day, on-site ticket
sales available. The theaters are going to be packed at this
year's festival.

BiFan’s 19th birthday is a milestone of sorts, as the festival
bids farewell to the slightly irreverent ‘P’ that used to grace its
name (requiring journalists to insert explanatory parentheticals
about the relationship between ‘Puchon’ and ‘Bucheon’). With
PiFan now relegated to history, BiFan is looking ahead to the
future, and is projecting an air of confidence.

What to see at this year's festival? With 235 films in total,
there is plenty to choose from. Special sections range from
Mexican genre cinema, Sono Sion, and Simon Yam, to Korean
independent genre cinema, classic science fiction, and 3D films
by the Korean Academy of Film Arts. The Masters section
contains an intriguing mix of films by the likes of Miike Takashi,
Kevin Smith, Fukasaku Kinji, Oshii Mamoru, Jeon Kyu Hwan
and Jean-Jacques Annaud. There are no less than 18 collections
of shorts containing work by up-and-coming filmmakers and
established voices alike. And as usual, the ‘Bucheon Choice’

feature film competition section displays a wide diversity

Moonwalkers

of genres and styles, which will provide a challenge for this year’s jury, which
includes Korean actress/singer Lee Jung-hyun (Juvenile Offender), Swiss director
Alexandre O. Philippe (The People vs. George Lucas), Mexican producer Pablo
Cuisa Koestinger (Here Comes the Devil), Korean director Kim Tae Kyun (Volcano
High), and Australian film critic Richard Kuipers.

The mood will become more businesslike starting on Monday, when NAFF (the
Network of Asian Fantastic Films) kicks off its eighth edition. The industry event
will host a project market where directors and producers preparing genre films
can pitch their work to potential partners and investors, and a special focus on
China which will highlight the development of genre cinema in that dynamic
industry. Several films in the main program, including Taiwanese director Chung
Lee’s The Laundryman, were previously showcased at NAFF.

Finally, the closing ceremony on July 24 offers up a highly anticipated world
premiere in Korean horror film The Chosen: Forbidden Cave. The talent shown
by director Kim Hui in his feature debut The Neighbors, as well as the new film's
plot, which incorporates elements of shamanism and exorcism, has left many
viewers anticipating that this may be one of the highlights of BiFan.
Throughout the coming nine days, we on the dailies team will be bringing you
festival coverage, reviews, interviews, comments, and perhaps the occasional
rant as we sample and celebrate all that the festival has to offer. Stay tuned,
and Happy BiFan!

Darcy Paquet




Love, Fantasy, Adventure

and Fantastic Film Festivals

The beautiful animated trailer for BiFan2015 takes us from a wintry woodland

hike to the hustle and bustle of city streets to a bus commute through Bucheon
that is crowded with fantastical creatures. Before returning to the quiet of the
snow-covered mountain setting, we rush through surreal images of everyday life,
culminating in a strangely pleasurable, yet apocalyptic tour through the landscapes
of today’s global fantastic cinemas.

But what is “fantastic” about fantastic film festivals? What's the relationship
between genre and the fantastic? Between film and the fantastic? Well, we might
think about the early pioneer of filmic magic, George Melies, to try to get a better
understanding of the expansion of genre films beyond the non-realist modes of
fantasy, SF, horror, or animation. For Melies, the film experience in itself always
offered a way of entering new worlds. In this sense, we might think about how and
why Fantastic Film Festivals are growing in number, influence, and popularity.
BiFan is an important node in a global network of genre film festivals. To highlight
BiFan's importance in the history of genre film festivals, the European Fantastic
Film Festivals Federation (EFFFF) grants a special Asian Award at Bucheon

that points to the historical importance of Asian cinemas in the growth and
development of global genre cinemas.

Genre festivals unite filmmakers and audiences around the world, and create a
shared repertoire of fantastic scenarios that can help reinforce global connections.
The large network of fantastic film festivals across Europe, Asia, and the Americas
testifies to the fact that genre films create structures of feeling that resonate with
audiences across every continent, from the exhilarating terror of zombie apocalypse
to the fierce bonds of brotherhood in gangster noir. Not only are genre film festivals
proliferating, but we can see the importance of genre cinemas in major international
film festivals like Busan, Cannes, Berlin, and Venice too, which are programming
more genre films, even if they still highlight art and realist films.

BiFan is an important hub for this convergence of genre cinemas and global film
culture at large. The festival has long showcased science fiction, fantasy, horror,
animation, and action cinemas, and now aims to include the lighter genres of
comedy and romance, to extend our understanding of what fantastic films can be
and what makes for a fantastic film festival experience!

Michelle Cho

As the opening of the 19th edition approaches,
we ask: What films are you most looking
forward to at this year's BiFan?

“A pair of Japanese films really have me

excited. Hasumi Eiichiro’s Assassination

Classroom looks to be a riotously

entertaining high-school sci-fi thriller,

blending top drawer FX with cartoonish

violence. Meanwhile my adoration for oddball

actress Ando Sakura has me desperate to

see female boxing drama 100 Yen Love.

James Marsh (Asian Editor, TwitchFilm.com / critic, Screen

International)

On the Korean front, I'm most excited about

Super Origin, a comedy about the world's

first caveman from director Baek Seung-

gi, whose previous film Super Virgin was a

wonderful surprise at BiFan in 2012. Looking

beyond these shores, I'm most looking

forward to the period gangster tale Bombay

Velvet by Anurag Kashyap, one of the world's

most exciting new genre voices.

Pierce Conran (critic/journalist, Modern Korean Cinema /

Time Out Seoul)

| am so looking forward to watch the closing
film, K-horror The Chosen: Forbidden Cave,

and also Violator from the Phillipines, and

Derek Kwok's Full Strike. And | want to re-

watch Miike Takashi's Yakuza Apocalypse,

which will probably be one of the wildest

screenings in this fabulous BiFan.

Mike Hostench (Deputy Director, Sitges Intl Fantastic Film

Festival of Catalonia)
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twice as smooth
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IRISH WHISKEY

TRIPLE DISTILLED, MATURED & BOTTLED INIRELANIS
THE 8CW ST. DISTILLERY, DUBLIN 7, IRELAND

JAMESOp.

IRISH WHISKEY



