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FEATURE

J-Horror -
The Godfather Returns

Few countries craft genre films quite like Japan. The variety
of concepts, ideas, and themes that emerge annually from the
Land of the Rising Sun’s film industry never fail to amaze. At
BIFAN 2018 a mightily impressive 21 Japanese feature films
are screening - reality-bending romance The Limit of Sleeping
Beauty and ghostly comedy The Sacrament vie for prizes in
Bucheon Choice; World Fantastic Red features seven films
while Blue hosts nine; Family Zone contains animated tale
Magquia: When the Promised Flower Blooms, autobiographical
pornography film Dynamite Graffiti appears in the Forbidden
Zone; and a J-horror mastermind TAKAHASHI Hiroshi’s latest
film Occult Bolshevism will receive a special screening.

Today at 5pm after a special screening of new J-horror Occult
Bolshevism at CGV Sopoong 2, a Master Class event will take
place entitled TAKAHASHI Hiroshi, the Godfather of J-horror.
The celebrated filmmaker is widely credited for helping to
kickstart the surge of high quality Japanese horror films in the
late 90s and early 2000s alongside director NAKATA Hideo,
performing writing duties for Don't Look Up (1996), and arguably
the most famous J-horror of all Ringu (1998), as well as sequels
Ringu 2 (1999) and prequel Ring 0 (2000). TAKAHASHI also wrote
critically acclaimed Yakuza tale Serpent’s Path (1998), and off-
the-wall murder thriller Crazy Lips (2000). More recently he
was a writer for science-fiction TV drama-turned-feature film
Foreboding (2018).

Occult Bolshevism is a low budget J-horror that follows seven
men and women who take part in a group discussion in a

factory. Their aim is a forbidden psychic experiment in order

Occult Bolshevism

to bring about a form of spiritual awakening, and as each
member reveals their secret terrors, traumas and experiences,
supernatural incidents begin to occur around them.

Through the TAKAHASHI Hiroshi, the Godfather of J-horror -
Master Class, the inspirational writer/director will discuss his
latest film, his extraordinary career, and the challenges of being
an independent filmmaker in contemporary Japan. J-horror and
genre enthusiasts will also be able to ask questions during the

Q&A session.

Japanese Films - World Fantastic Red

More thrilling Japanese tales can be found within the World
Fantastic Red program. The Blood of Wolves (SHIRAISHI
Kazuya) is a 1980s set gangster film, as detectives and the
Yakuza clash. The Japanese pornography industry is examined
in The Lowlife (ZEZE Takahisa). Animated film Mutafukaz
(NISHIMI Shojiro&Guillaume RENARD) follows the inhabitants
of Dark Meat City. One Cut of the Dead (UEDA Shinichiro) is
a zombie comedy-thriller. Sunny (SHIRAISHI Kazuya) depicts
the kidnapping of a young woman, Yaru Onna -She's a Killer-
(MIYANO Keiji) follows Aiko as she seeks revenge against
the Yakuza, and Yurigokoro (KUMAZAWA Naoto) is a murder

mystery. Simon McEnteggart

REVIEW

Tigers Are Not Afraid

Issa LOPEZ | Mexico | 2017 | 83min | Bucheon Choice: Features

Harsh reality and dark fantasy blend beautifully in director
Issa LOPEZ's phenomenal Tigers Are Not Afraid, a poignant
examination of the disastrous drug war in Mexico City and
how children cope in the face of such violence. A macabre
fable with a compelling emotional core alongside striking
visuals, Tigers Are Not Afraid is an absolute must-see.

The film depicts the fallout of Mexico’s war on drug crime,
which has resulted in shocking gang violence and daily
executions. Amongst the carnage are the forgotten victims,
children who have lost their parents and fight to survive
on the streets. When Estella joins an orphan gang led by
Shine, they find themselves on the run from murderous
gangsters - and from the frightening ghosts that now haunt
the city.

Writer/director Issa LOPEZ is an exceptional talent.
Seamlessly integrating gritty realism with horrific dark
fantasy in depicting a story of traumatized youth, LOPEZ
has crafted a film that works on so many levels. It is
simultaneously a scathing social critique, a coming-of-age
tale, a fairytale adventure, and more besides, resulting in a
film that consistently engages the heart and mind. As such,
Tigers cannot help but invite comparison with classics
Pan’s Labyrinth and City of God, but the film has a style that
is uniquely its own and is utterly absorbing from start to
finish.

Tigers Are Not Afraid is not only a great genre film but also
a compelling piece of cinema, and is highly recommended

viewing. Simon McEnteggart

|
INTERVIEW

and Jungwoo EE

Brunei filmmaker Abdul ZAINIDI and Korean producer Jungwoo LEE
have joined forces to collaborate on fairytale drama Worm and the
Widow, selected to take part in B..G's IT Project market at BIFAN
2018. ZAINDINI is known for his Vanishing Children short films that
offer a glimpse at Bruneian life, while LEE works at Busan based Skyst
Inc. focusing on co-production projects. The duo won the coveted
Bucheon Award and 15 million KRW for their project.

Can you introduce your project?

Worm and Widow is like Rapunzel meets Misery. The story is loosely
based on a local fairy tale from Brunei about a boy, Ulot, and a widow,
known as a witch. One day, he notices a witch with so-called bizarre
magic powers. It's not until he gets into her house that he realizes the
mystery behind her goes deeper than he can possibly imagine.

Can you describe your experience of being part of the IT Project?

It has been excellent so far. We are very glad to have an opportunity
to meet so many influential filmmakers from around the world. We
applied for the IT project to meet not only co-production partners but
also investors, distributors and sales agencies as well.

What are you intending to achieve through this project?

We want this story to be considered as a social drama. There will
be hidden messages about society, but generally the goal is to make
this film intriguing and accessible to the Bruneian public and also to
strongly appeal to international markets beyond Brunei.

Simon McEnteggart
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