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FEATURE

Unique
Fantastic Shorts

There are staggering 95 Fantastic Short Films at BIFAN 2018,
showcasing fresh and original stories from passionate genre
enthusiasts. In addition to the competitive programs Bucheon
Choice : Shorts 1 and 2 as well as Korean Fantastic Shorts,
the Fantastic Short Film entries have been divided into an
impressive 21 sections that will screen throughout the festival,
offering cineastes a glimpse at emerging storytelling talent.
While each section offers unique stories - for more details and
screening times, please check the booklet or online - there are
two programs that have been grouped together in terms of their

fascinating themes.

FSF 19 - Off the Screen

Established Korean directors fill the ‘Off the Screen’ category, a
selection of shorts featuring off-beat and quirky tales. Director
LEE Kyoung-mi helms The Lady From 406, starring LEE Young-
ae. The story follows a young who is upset due to the cigarette
smoke that rise into her apartment, yet when she confronts the
matter an unexpected situation occurs. Director LEE Won-suk’s
Lala Land presents a failing middle-aged actor who is desperate
to be cast in a hip-hop film, going to comical lengths to achieve
his goal. Acting royalty JEON Do-yeon stars in director YIM Pil-
sung’s The Nest, a psychological thriller about a family who
adopt a boy with behavioural issues that sends the household
down a dark path. Rounding out the program is director KIM
Jong-kwan who presents music video The Other Day for a song
by PARK Hyo-shin, and Unknown Woman in which a man meets

a woman who claims she knows him, but he can't recall until a

The Lady From 406

pebble unleashes his memories.

FSF 20 - Yubari Shorts Collection

Japan’'s Yubari International Fantastic Film festival joins
forces with BIFAN to present the Yubari Shorts Collection, a
series of six racy R-rated sexual comedy films designed to
have audiences rolling in the aisles. Crying Free Sex follows
a randy pair of special agents who have sex on a mission, but
when enemies burst in the couple become stuck and must
take down the syndicate in a unique position. Escape is about
a man tricked into a life-or-death game with one rule - don't
let his manhood appear on camera. Night of the Dead Geisha
depicts screenwriter Misa who uses a cursed geisha legend as
inspiration for her next script, until the ghost desires revenge.
Scissors Penis follows a man who murders his wife after
learning of her infidelity, and is cursed with scissors in place of
his manhood. Reach is about a sex game that goes awry when
the couple are trapped in a warehouse with a bomb. Lastly,
Tokinky Story - a parody of Tokyo Story - presents a loving
mother who surprises her son with an unannounced visit, yet is
startled at the situation she confronts occurring in the bedroom.

Simon McEnteggart

REVIEW

Legend of
the Demon Cat

CHEN Kaige | China, Japan | 2017 | 129min | Family Zone

Celebrated Chinese auteur Chen KAIGE returns with the
visually captivating Legend of the Demon Cat, a project so
ambitious that sets took five years to construct - and which
will later become a theme park. Blending period drama, the
supernatural, murder mysteries, buddy-cop conventions,
and even romance, Demon Cat is a challenging film to
categorise. Yet director KAIGE effortlessly combines the
array of storytelling devices on offer through the compelling
puzzle at the centre of the narrative alongside the truly
exquisite production design.

Set during the Tang Dynasty, Demon Cat follows Japanese
monk Kukai and imperial scribe-turned-poet Bai Letian, who
embark on a quest to solved the mysterious death of the
Emperor. The duo quickly begin to suspect that a demon
black cat may be responsible for the mayhem befalling
the city’s top officials, with the clues indicating a plot for
revenge involving the fate of the beautiful Lady Yang.
Employing Chinese and Japanese protagonists as the
leads in a blockbuster is particularly refreshing, with
director KAIGE and cinematographer Cao YU masterfully
following the sleuths through the stunningly realized
locales. The elegant camerawork often helps to distract
from the narrative inconsistencies, yet the exposition heavy
second half alongside the unrefined CGI slow events down
considerably.

Legend of the Demon Catis a visual delight and an entertaining,
if slightly overlong, blockbuster from the Middle Kingdom.

Simon McEnteggart

INTERVIEW

= \LFNY,

Scaottish director John McPHAIL comes to BIFAN with his wonderfully
original zombie-musical-romantic-drama Amna and the Apocalypse.
The film follows high school student Anna, who faces the daunting
prospect of life after graduation - until a zombie outbreak occurs. The
charismatic director held a GV event about the film.

Does your film reflect the Brexit political situation in the UK?

Zombie films usually stand for mass consumerism and politics, but
the real themes in this film are that they're just kids dealing with
death. It's about being young and moving forward with life and
leaving things behind. It was written by Alan McDonald and Ryan
McHenry, and Ryan unfortunately passed away. Alan [became] a
young man dealing with death and the loss of a very good friend, and
those are the themes of the film.

In pre-production, do you write the music lyrics first and then the
script?

With the script and music, we didn't just want to break into song

every 15 minutes. It always had to be an integral part of the story, so
we split the script up and looked at where the songs should go. Then
with my two composers, we'd write rough lyrics down and start to
play with music, and talk about the themes we wanted to get across.

What inspired you to make this kind of mixture of zombies and

music?

| really really love zombie films, and I'm a big genre fan. So when |
have a script like this, which features teenage angst and drama, and
horror and musical elements, | just had to jump at it.

Simon McEnteggart
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