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Fragrance
Candles, diffusers, perfumes, and fabric mists

Skin & Body
Natural soaps, oriental shampoos &
body washes, body mists, body lotions, and body oils
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FEATURE

The Victorious B.1.G.

Calling all genre filmmakers - the BIFAN Industry Gathering (B.I.G)
begins today! Running from 14th~18th, B.I.G. is a special program
designed to create an infrastructure that supports and promotes
genre filmmaking in Korea - and by extension throughout Asian
nations via facilitating project meetings, co-productions and
building relationships with other industry programs. For genre
filmmakers, B.I.G. is an invaluable resource, one which covers

four areas:

NAFF - Network of Asian Fantastic Films

NAFF is a vital part of BIFAN's identity. Launched ten years ago,
NAFF provides a platform for filmmakers to receive production
support through the awards initiative and global exchange/
networking via project markets. Relationships developed with
other genre organisations including Nordic Genre Invasion
(Northern Europe), Blood Window (South America), and Sitges
Pitchbox (Europe's largest fantastic film festival) provide another
source of support for filmmakers for marketing, distribution,
and collaboration. Finally, NAFF hosts the Fantastic Film School
in which successful applicants will be tutored by established
professionals through workshops and forums during the course

of BIFAN.

MADE IN ASIA

MADE IN ASIA is designed to bring together a host of top Asian
producers in order to develop relationships across borders and
discuss market trends. Through these interactions ties can be
forged and strengthened, and the potential for co-productions,

distribution deals, and mutual exchange can grow exponentially.

Meanwhile the BEST IN ASIA film program selects the one of
the top three highest grossing films from eleven nations across
the continent to be screened throughout BIFAN, for audiences
and filmmakers alike to experience neighbouring film industry

trends and join in the conversation.

KOREA NOW

Korea has a healthy film industry and a strong cinema-going
public, yet imbalances continue to exist particularly in regards
to independent and low-to-mid budget films. KOREA NOW
seeks to address such issues by providing workshops, forums,
showcases and presentations to help support domestic genre
filmmakers achieve their respective visions. There will also be
special debates that involve examining the monopoly enjoyed by
conglomerates, the fallout of the recent artist blacklist, and other
recent politically motivated issues that have had an impact on

the cinema industry.

NEW MEDIA

As always, the discussion and exploration of new technological
trends and advancements is integral to BIFAN and 2018 is
no exception. Through the NEW MEDIA program, BIFAN has
crafted the VR VILLAGE - an arena in which VR professionals
can share their knowledge and insights into the rapidly evolving
technology, and where attendees can go to experience true
immersion into new and fascinating worlds. There are an array
of different stories for audiences to enjoy at the VR VILLAGE,
located at Bucheon Central Park, which will operate until July

22nd. Simon McEnteggart

|
REVIEW

Coralie FARGEAT | 2017 | 108min | Bucheon Choice: Features

French director Coralie FARGEAT's thriller Revenge is certainly the
most high profile exploitation film in recent memory, and for good
reason. The rape-revenge tale is a tour-de-force of suspense-fuelled
sequences, wince-inducing violence, and blood-soaked vengeance
throughout, as well as providing cinema with a new bad-ass feminist
icon to boot.

The story follows Jen, who elopes with her wealthy boyfriend to
enjoy a romantic retreat in the desert, yet while there his two friends
arrive early for their annual hunting trip. As things become heated
between them, Jen is raped and left for dead in the scorching desert.
However she miraculously survives, and embarks on a quest of
bloody vengeance.

Revenge is definitely not for the squeamish. It is a visceral, brutal
film that excites and terrorises in equal measure, pausing briefly to
provide cathartic ultra-violence as the misogynistic antagonists pay
for their misdeeds.

Sexual politics are, as expected, of paramount importance and
Revenge tackles the issues head on. Jen knowingly uses the Lolita
concept to her advantage and is very aware of her sexual charisma,
yet director FARGEAT emphasises such behaviour in no way justifies
assault by brilliantly crafting almost unbearable tension and fear in
the rape scene and beyond, furthered by dialogue that continually
highlights the toxicity of male entitlement.

Revenge is a gloriously bloody, epic takedown of male privilege, and

a ferocious cinematic experience. Simon McEnteggart

INTERVIEW

The SITGES Connection

MIKE HOSTENCH is no stranger to genre cinema. Co-director of
the acclaimed Sitges Festival in Catalonia, he also has credits as
a scriptwriter, producer, and is planning to direct his first film. He
confesses to, “eat, drink, smoke and breath horror movies.”

What is Sitges Pitchbox, and what is the relationship with BIFAN?

Sitges Pitchbox is a project lab, held during the Sitges Festival. Our
relationship with BIFAN and NAFF goes a long way back. I've been
to BIFAN seven times, and been a jury member three times - and
now weare on our 3rd year of collaboration with NAFF. In general,
Sitges has always been on the vanguard in promoting Korean films
in Sitges, so it’s really organic that Sitges collaborates profusely with
BIFAN and NAFF.

You're a hig supporter of BIFAN. What attracts you to the festival?

| have been a hig fan of Korean film, culture and history all my life.
Also Sitges has been always very interested in Korean movies. When
other festivals in Europe had 2-3 Korean films in their line-up, we had
an average of 15.

What films are you looking for at BIFAN this year?

Mostly Asian movies that could have been under our radar. Every
year | find awesome movies in BIFAN that | include in the Sitges line-
up. | remember incredible movies | got from BIFAN like Frant Gwo's
and Yang Li's Lee's Adventure. That was a blast.

Simon McEnteggart
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