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Alex De lalglesia.

In Good Company

The Bucehon International Fantastic Film Festival
Hnoros Actress Jeon Do-yeon and

Director Alex De la Iglesia

The Bucehon International Fantastic Film Festival Hnoros Actress
Jeon Do-yeon and Director Alex De la Iglesia

In addition to workshops, events, and the hundreds of films that
will be screened at this year's Bucheon International Fantastic Film
Festival, two filmmakers were also honored with their own special
focus sections: Korean actress Jeon Do-Yeon and Spanish director
Alex De la Iglesia.

JEON Do-yeon is a Korean actress with a storied career spanning
20 years. Now one of Korea's most revered actresses, Jeon's first
film Contact was screened at BIFAN (then known as PIFAN) 20
years ago at the festival's first edition in 1997. To honor this memory,
Jeon's retrospective is also titled "Contact’, and features 17 movies
from the actress's filmography. In addition, at the screening for
Director LEE Chang-Dong's Secret Sunshine, a film for which she
received the "Best Actress" award at the 2007 Cannes International

©BAEK JONG HEON

Jeon Do—yeon.

Film Festival, Jeon was on hand to participate in a "Megatalk'where
she answered questions from a large audience of eager fans.
This guest visit, held at the large theater in Bucheon City Hall was
moderated by reporter KIM Haeri and also attended by director LEE.
The "popular auteur”, cult director Alex De La Iglesia was also
honored with a special focus section that featured 9 of his films. The
Spanish filmmaker, who like Jeon Do-yeon also began his career
in the 90s, has gone on to become a legend. Also a screenwriter,
producer and former comic book artist, Mr. De la Iglesia is known
for his imaginative directing style and dark sense of humor. Mr.
De la Iglesia was on hand for several guest visits for his films. The
Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival also awarded Mr. De
la Iglesia with a lifetime achievement award. The energetic director
told people in attendance "When you meet someone who is fan of
genre films, you automatically have a new friend. Genre films unite
us alll Alex De la Iglesia is no stranger to winning awards. Since
debuting in 1993 with the film Mutant Action (Spanish title: Acci?n
Mutante) Mr. De la Iglesia has racked up many Goya Awards (the
Spanish equivalent of The Oscars).

In addition to screenings guest visits, and awards, Jeon Do-Yeon and
Alex De la Iglesia were also honored with a special, commemorative
book that was published by BIFAN.

Christopher Weatherspoon
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The Night of the Virgin

Roberto SAN SEBASTIAN | Spain | 2016 | nymin

It is New Years Eve and Nico (Javier B?dalo), an awkward
young man "lacking social abilities" is at a party looking to get
laid. After several failures, Nico notices that he has caught the
eye of the much older Medea (Miriam Martin), but age doesn't
matter to Nico because he's a virgin and he only has one goal
on his mind. Nico leaves with Medea to go to her apartment,
a place so unforgettably disgusting it's uncomfortable to see.
Littered with trash and crawling with cockroaches Nico knows
something is odd, but again, he came to do a job. It isn't until
Nico comes across some of Medea's sexual ritual artifacts
that he begins to realize he may have gone home with the
wrong woman and the night goes from bad to worse when
Medea's jealous, crazy boyfriend Spider (Victor Amilibia)
shows up, trapping Nico inside the apartment. Still, Nico is
destined to shed his virginity, unaware that the act might have
bloody, unholy consequences.

Spanish director Roberto San Sebastian's first feature film,
comedy-horror The Night of the Virgin is a gruesome, filthy,
blood splattered ball of crazy that could have easily fallen
apart. The director and the films's three lead actors do a great
job in keeping things bonkers without letting the movie go
completely off the rails. The Night of the Virgin is constantly
pushing boundaries with shock and vulgarity, but none of it
feels pointless or done in vain. Featuring an extreme "biological
moment" that viewers will not be able to unsee, the film's twists
and turns keep the audience engaged and the plot interesting.
Selected as a part of BIFAN's Forbidden Zone section, The
Night of the Virgin, will also be shown at the festival's final

midnight screening. Christopher Weatherspoon

(The Night of the Virgin)

Like Father Like Son

Cohen and Joseph Perry,

A father and son genre film review team

How long have you been
attending BIFAN?

- A i
R RRI = ¢ osepy g o fan since 200,
Lty Pt SSEH

|

the first year | moved to Korea,
and as a press member in
2011.

COHEN | believe this is my
fifth BIFAN. My first one was
in 2010.

How long have you been

doing reviews as a father/son
| & = team?

COHEN For as long as | have been coming to BIFAN!

What are some of the publications and blogs to which you contribute?

COHEN | contribute film reviews to Phantom of the Movies' VideoScope

magazine (videoscopemag.com) with my father, and | have written

individually for Propeller Magazine (propellermag.com).

JOSEPH Please check out tastethemilkofchocula.blogspot.com for my

other writing and podcasting projects.

What do you like about BIFAN?

COHEN It's a unique, equalizing plane where filmmakers, actors,

"superfans,” and your everyday Joe participate in a shared cinematic

experience that goes beyond -the individual. What have been your

favorite films so far?

COHEN BIFAN favorites Justin Benson and Aaron Moorhead's The

Endless. The duo has fashioned an incredibly unique universe together,

with a knack for reflecting on the isolating nature of society. My

runners up so far would be Animals, which reflects the fluidity of reality

and reminded me of Polanski's The Tenant, and Bloodlands, a brutal

Albanian horror film that plays on our conceptions of modernity and our

ties to the past.

JOSEPH Like son, like father ... | echo Cohen's choices and sentiments!

Anything else you want to add?

COHEN Thank you to all of the wonderful people who work to put this

together, with extra thanks to the Foreign Press staff. We feel truly

privileged to be in attendance.

Christopher Weatherspoon
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