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BIFAN World

=» FEATURE

(The King of Pigs)(2016IT Project)

NAFF's
[T Project Market

Connects filmmakers to investors,
this year will include Vietnam Spotlight

Every year the Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival offers
hundreds of genre films over the span of 11 days. However, did you
know that the festival also has an industry side?

Nestled under the "BIFAN Industry Gathering" (B.l.G.) program is the
Network of Asian Fantastic Films (NAFF), an industry specific event
launched by the festival to promote the development and production of
genre films. One of the central pieces of NAFF is the IT Project Market.
Established in 2008, NAFF's IT Project Market is the world's first
project market created specifically for genre films. Each year, the IT
Project Market invites selected projects to Bucheon for four days for
industry business meetings. During this time filmmakers are given the
opportunity to meet with investors, distributors, and other industry
professionals that can help facilitate the production of their feature film
project.

The IT Project Market focuses on up and coming Asia based
filmmakers. Each year, the market also chooses a specific Asian
country to highlight additional projects. For 2017, a total of 233 projects
from 39 countries were submitted and in the end, 16 projects were
chosen. In addition, 4 projects were chosen from this year's spotlight
country, Vietnam.

Over the past 10 years, the IT Project Market has worked hard to
establish itself as one of the industry's premiere content markets.
Previous projects that have gone on to successful runs after being
selected for the IT Project Market include LEE Ji-seung's AZOOMA, the
Gareth Evans action film The Raid 2: Berandal, and YEON Sang-ho's
animated feature The King of Pigs.

This year's It Project Market kicked off on Sunday, July 16th in the
Ruby Room of the Goryeo Hotel. Business meetings began promptly,
early the day. Later in the morning, market attendees gathered to
watch participants from Vietnam, this year's focus country, pitch
their film projects before a large audience. Quite a few of the
Vietnamese projects showed great potential, already having completed
development and partial funding. One project, The Sacred Guardians,
presented the audience with elaborate character designs and a
thrilling teaser trailer.

In addition to the relationships that can be established during the
project business meetings, participants also present their project to
a jury to compete for cash prizes. This year's jury includes Jeffrey
Chan, COO of Bona Film Group, award winning producer Mick GARRIS,
Lewis Taewan of Lewis Pictures, and media producer Sten-Kristian
SALUVEER.

Well planned, creative projects that show a high likelihood of being
completed and gaining distribution stand the chance of winning over
50,000,000 KRW in cash prizes and production support. The market's
largest prize, the Bucheon Award, offers a pot of 15,000,000 KRW.

This year's IT Project Market will conclude on Tuesday July 18th with
an awards ceremony and B.l.G.'s closing reception.

Christopher Weatherspoon
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Mon Mon Mon Monsters

Giddens KO | Taiwan | 2017 | mzmin | Bucheon Choice : Features

Nature is cruel, but not as cruel as teenagers. That's certainly
the case in Mon Mon Mon Monsters, the sophomore feature
film effort from Taiwanese director Giddens KO. The movie
centers around a high school student that comes in contact
with a pair of feral women that have a taste for human flesh.

The film's protagonist, Lin Shuh-wei (Deng Yu-kai) is a shy high
school student who is constantly bullied by his classmates.
Lin's teacher, devout Buddhist Ms. Li (Carolyn Chen) is
ineffective in helping him with his social problems and even
forces him to do community service with his three main
tormenters, all led by possible sociopath Ren-hao (Kent Tsai).
During their community service the teens come across one of
the feral creatures that has been feasting on people inhabiting
the old folks home. Through a series of events, they are forced
to take the girl back to their school where they torture and
perform experiments on her, not realizing that her partner is as

bloodthirsty and vengeful as they are cruel.

Mon Mon Mon Monsters mixes dark comedy and horror to
send a message about the cruel, monstrous nature of civilized,
human society. Ko's point of view is unmistakably clear.
Humans are terrible creatures. In fact, none of the characters,
even Lin himself is likeable and the only creatures worthy of
sympathy seem to be the two feral women. The visual world
of the Monsters is quite striking, featuring desolate, derelict
buildings. The film is well paced but the ending may not be

entirely satisfying (or logical) to some viewers.

Christopher Weatherspoon

The Money Guy

Justin Deimen, managing partner of Aurora Media

Justin Deimen is a co-founder of the Southeast Asian Audio-Visual
Association (SAAVA), a non-profit network seeking to unify media
producers, creative entrepreneurs, and investors around ASEAN,
and is also a member of the EAVE network of European producers.
He also advises on and organises the programming in Southeast
Asia's largest and most influential media events and content markets
in BroadcastAsia, ScreenSingapore and the Asian TV Forum. Justin
is currently the principal and managing partner of the Aurora Media
Holdings fund, producing and investing in entertainment properties and
media assets worldwide.

Can you tell us about what you do here with the IT Project Market?

My company, Aurora Media Holdings, we sponsor a prize (10,000,000
KRW) for a project that we see at the IT Project Market that we want to
getinvolved in. We invest in film and any sort of media project, not justin
Asia, but around the world.

So why do you choose to come to NAFF?
We find that it has a good selection of genre projects in Asia. And
knowing that we run our own project market in Southeast Asia as well,
we find that we make a great partnership.

So what kind of projects are you looking for?

We basically look at the project, we look at the talent, we look at what
they've done, and what potential the project can have worldwide. We
try to see how we can work with the project and maximize it.

Any advice for projects that want to work with Aurora Media Holdings?
When | was a lecturer at the Fantastic Film School last year, | remember
telling filmmakers that they need to be flexible and open to looking at
their projects both creatively and financially.

Christopher Weatherspoon
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