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BiFan World —> FEATURE

A Little Bit about
BiFan

July in South Korea means humidity, heavy rains, and the Bucheon
International Fantastic Film Festivall

Alittle bit about Korean festivals
Korea is home to many film festivals, but there are three big ones: The
Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival...and then the other two.

Alittle bit about Bucheon

Bucheon is a suburban, satellite city located in Gyeonggi province just
outside of Seoul. The city has a population of about 850,000 people.
Several decades ago, citizens of Seoul were subject to a curfew.
Bucheon was exempt from this curfew, so people would head there to
keep the party going. After some time, Bucheon developed a reputation
for its love motels and love noraebangs (Korean singing rooms).

By the time the 90s rolled around, Bucheon had become a wealthy city
and it wanted to shake its bad reputation. It looked to the Japanese city
of Yubari for inspiration.

Yubari, a mining town, had started a genre festival that had become
very popular and had made the town an international destination.
Bucheon decided to team up with Yubari to produce its own festival.
The first edition took place in 1997, and the festival has seen continuous
growth ever since.

In addition to BiFan, Bucheon is also home to 2 other large festivals:
BIAF (Bucheon International Animation Festival) and BICOF (Bucheon
International Comics Festival).

A little bit about the Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival

Bucheon is the largest genre film festival in Asia. If you like horror,
science fiction, and action, BiFan is your best chance to see it all in one
place. This year the festival will show 289 films from 58 countries. The
festival screens films at venues all over the city of Bucheon but most of
the screens are located near Bucheon City Hall where there is a large
screen theater as well as a smaller venue. Nearby are two department
stores that offer their CGV movie theaters during the festival. Since last

year, to allow more of the local Bucheon community to experience the
festival, additional screening venues were added at the Songnae Solan
Art Hall, the Sohyang Hall at the Sosa-gu office, and the Ojeong Art Hall
at the Ojeong-gu office. Things are pretty spread out but don't worry,
there's a shuttle.

Alittle bit about the festival's programming

2017 is the 21st edition of BiFan. This year the festival brought in
additional programmers to increase the festivals already great
selection and quality of films. The programming is divided into several
sections: Bucheon Choice (for international competition), Korean
Fantastic (local genre films in competition), World Fantastic Red
(hard core genre films), World Fantastic Blue (comedy and fantasy
genre films), Family Zone (films for the whole family, Forbidden Zone
(controversial and edgy films), Fantastic Short Films (shorts), and
Special Programs (retrospectives and other special cinema events).
The festival also offers midnight screenings on weekends.

A little bit about the festival's Industry Events
In addition to the festival, BiFan also has events for filmmakers and
industry professionals. In 2016, BiFan organized the "BiFan Industry
Gathering" or B.I.G. The BiFan Industry Gathering features 4 sections.
NAFF (the Network of Asian Fantastic Films), Korea Now, Made in Asia,
and New Media. Korea Now focuses on helping local filmmakers to
overcome the challenges of the Korean film industry, Made in Asia is
geared towards the larger Asian film production industry, and the New
Media section looks at new technology in storytelling NAFF is host to
BiFan's “It Project Market” where selected film projects are invited to
meet with industry professionals. NAFF also manages the “Fantastic
Film School”, a talent program that works to develop genre filmmakers
in the Asia region. Several students from the Fantastic Film School have
found success at BiFan and many projects from the It Project Market
have gone on to be shown at BiFan later.

Christopher Weatherspoon

= REVIEW

=> INTERVIEW

Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival

<The Autopsy of

Jane Doe>

André @VREDAL | UK, USA | 2016 | 86min
World Fantastic Red

Timothy (Brian Cox) and Austin (Emile Hirsch)
Tilden are a father and son team that run a
morgue. Austin's shift has ended and he has a
date with his girlfriend, but just before heading
out, the police bring in the body of a Jane Doe (a
name given to victims found without identification)
and Austin decides to ditch his date and stay and
help his dad with one last cadaver.
Thus begins the rather mundane, yet informative
autopsy that takes up the first half of the film. At
first, Jane Doe appears to be the victim of a brutal
assault, but as Tim and Austin literally dig deeper,
they notice strange irregularities, and begin to
wonder, in what horrific way did Jane Doe really
die.
Norwegian director Andr? @vredal's first English
language film "The Autopsy of Jane Doe" does
a solid job of maintaining a slow boil as he slyly
reveals the true, unholy secret of "Jane". The
movie has an unsettling, creepy atmosphere and
is rather minimalist with its small cast and eery
score.
One of the movie's most unique aspects is the
dead body of the Jane Doe, "portrayed” by Irish
model Olwen Kelly. Though naked and lifeless, the
cadaver's presence is always felt, even when not
on screen, and viewers are constantly on edge
wondering if it will ever move.
You'll have to watch the film to find out that
answer.

Christopher Weatherspoon

“I Make Strange Films”

<Dearest Sister> Director Mattie Do

Lao horror feature "Dearest Sister" has been making waves since it debuted on the
film festival circuit, winning multiple awards and even getting distribution. The film's
director, Mattie Do, took some time to share some thoughts with us.

Chris: First off, congrats on your film "Dearest Sister" being selected for competition.
Mattie: Aww thank you! | feel so honored.

Chris: Why was this story important to you?

Mattie: This story was mega important to me. | wanted to break the stereotypes and
weird, antiquated perceptions that people have about Asian women. Also | wanted to
take the hidden lives of Laotion people and put them on the screen.

Chris: With your recent successes, have things become easier for you in the film
industry?

Mattie: No, i think things have become harder. | make strange films, but now that |
have experienced some success, people are expecting me to make more mainstream
films, or to make films that fit into their ideal mold of what "Asian" cinema should be. |
want to continue to make Lao cinema and tell Lao stories.

Chris: So what is next for you?

Mattie: My next project, “The Long Walk" is being produced with Annick MAHNERT
from Screen Division and Justin Diemen and Aurora Media. It's a science fiction/
thriller setin rural Lao. It will be the first Singaporean production in Lao.

Chris: When will you start that?
Mattie: Well we're set to go into production this fall when the weather in Lao is a little
better for shooting.

Christopher Weatherspoon
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