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Film Festivals and
Their Importance

Film Festivals Matter!! There, I've said it. With a
certain festival further south of Bucheon finding
itself almost gone from the festival calendar
before recently returning to the fray, the
positive vibe surrounding this years BIFAN has
reminded me of the significant contribution film
festivals make to the lives of filmmakers and the
wider community. Film Festivals are entities that
do more than just showcase films from around
the world and local city governments sensible
enough to support such festivals know exactly
what I'm talking about.

Film director CHRZU (Night Satan 2013) states
that “Festivals are so important because a lot
of films that are {at the festivals} are not in big
cinema distribution. The festivals are there to
lift these gems, they want to show you these
films that you won't get to see anywhere else
for a while but now you get a chance to see it
on the silver screen.” As each festival has its
own identity and purpose, there’s a chance for
the public to be exposed to various cinematic
experiences. Jecheon'’s International Music
and Film Festival brings a spotlight to music in
films while genre films dominate BIFAN. Both
festivals display new and old films that many
would find difficult to access another way. | can
tell you from my experience and time as a critic
that not all great films reach your local cinema.
Festivals are often the only way to see the best
of the cinematic art form.

Opportunities at film festivals to network,
collaborate, find funding and prospective work
are incredible. Larger festivals host events
allowing for meetings to happen casually before

W

FANTASTIC STORY RUNDING.

more formal meetings are arranged. From
January's Sundance festival to Wellington's
November film festival, many future movies

will be brokered and conceived on festival
grounds. BIFAN placed a lot of effort into their
BIFAN Industry Gathering program where
filmmakers new and old got to mingle together
under a variety of events & forums. As Finnish
film producer Jupe Louhelainen points out,
“From a business side the most important

thing is to meet different people. Our case as
an example, meeting distributors and foreign
agents. Otherwise we have to contact everyone
by email it would be a hell of a lot more work ...
the cocktail invitational held yesterday was very
important because | got to know 6 new people
in a very short period of time whilst pitching
our film to them.” New co-productions and
local productions triggered from networking
will bring about new job opportunities feeding
the economy and this has a bigger impact than
just the filmmakers. Every film needs catering,
advertising, equipment rental, design staff,
costuming etc. making the follow on effects
from one successful meeting significant to the
lives of many.

What's the first thing you think of when
someone says Cannes? Probably the film
festival and not the lovely museums it has

to offer. Bringing cultural identities to cities,
festivals also bring revenue through the amount
of visitors from home and abroad, fueling local
businesses from restaurants to department
stores. The tourism industry gets a boost from
international guests who need hotels and
transportation. Fans rush to film festivals as
their favorite stars and directors come out. And
with international media in attendance it's a
great way for cities to show off and add pride to
their yearly achievements. Smart investments
to film festivals by local governing bodies can
only bring about rewards for all of us.

Bucheon can take pride in BIFAN for hosting

a record amount of screenings this year,
spearheading new media with Screen X and the
VR Dome and also recognizing the importance
of industry gatherings. Freedom of expression
in all forms including cinematic art and the
wide reaching positives it brings can only be
summarized here. But yes, “Film Festivals
Matter”.

Chocoshrek

A Friendship
For All Occasions:
Swiss Army Man

Actor Daniel Radcliffe has consistently sought to
reinvent himself since the Harry Potter series ended,
with his turn as a super-powered flatulent corpse in
Swiss Army Man the latest impressive attempt to
stretch himself into new directions. While the film
received a mixed reception at its Sundance premiere,
seemingly largely due to the use of fart gags, Swiss
Army Man is a wonderfully quirky and humorous film
that has a dark yet surprisingly uplifting message
about contemporary loneliness at its core.

When Hank (Paul Dano) becomes stranded on a
desertisland, he loses all hope and prepares for
suicide. Yet just as he is about to do so, Hank spies a
body that has washed up on the beach, a corpse that
he quickly discovers has special abilities that prove
extremely useful. Naming him Manny (Radcliffe), the
duo work together to survive and return to civilisation.
Writers/directors Dan Kwan and Daniel Scheinert
have crafted a wonderfully funny film in Swiss Army
Man, one which combines macabre body comedy
and themes of alienation into a uniquely entertaining
buddy road trip. The jokes regularly induce laughter,
with juvenile gags employed to great effect as they
serve to generate a deepening bond between Hank
and Manny.

Yet while the eccentric comedy serves to uplift
audiences, beneath the jokes is a touching story

of modern relationships. The film gently examines
the loneliness felt by the younger generations and
the psychological instability it incurs, as well as the
importance of companionship.

Funny and affecting, Swiss Army Man is an original
and hugely entertaining film, one that solidifies Kwan
and Scheinert’s position as talents to watch.

Simon McEnteggart

INTERVIEW

Chatting With New Zealand
Filmmaker Steven Baker

New Zealand filmmaker Steven Baker,
who won here at BIFAN in 2015 with his
short film “A Love Story” is back at the
festival for a different reason.

What brings you to BIFAN?

| have a project here called “Black
Rock” which is a part of NAFF's “It
Project” and | am pitching it to various

producers and other people in the film
industry. (*It Project, which began as
the feature program of NAFF in 2008, is

the world's first-ever exclusive genre
film project market.)
What is the importance of NAFF to filmmakers such as yourself?

For me because I'm from New Zealand it's great because | get to talk to other
people from around the world, talk to different people outside my own circle

of influence and network and make connections | normally wouldn't get back
home. It's a chance to meet people on the international stage which is probably
the best thing about it.

Please tell us about your project.

I had a short film here last year. It won the Jury Choice award. | adapted it into
a feature film and that's what I've brought here. It's a zombie apocalypse film
about a woman trying to get out of New Zealand before it's too late while being
hunted by safari hunters who want revenge.

What have you enjoyed most at BIFAN this year?

Last time | was here just with a film. It was a lot more relaxing and | got to watch
films. This year is a bit more stressful because of the meetings involved but

it's been fun because I've been able to meet people in the industry who can
make things happen and that's something | didn't get last year. Making those
connections and meeting other filmmakers and seeing their projects and making
friends has been the best thing about it.

Chocoshrek
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Hz| Zct Haze | 20:30 | ® | GV | 749 | BST6 7|2|AloL7}
SO}2|8S J9HELH The Kirishima Thing | 20:00 | ® | 1703 | OA
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