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FEATURE

SCREEN-X Continues

Its Emergence

into Cinematic Storytelling

Screen-X, the technology that allows 270
degrees viewing by utilizing the additional
space on each side of the screen and left
and right walls of the cinema made possible
by optimizing multi-projection mapping
inside the theater strives for audiences to be
immersed in a movie. As a part of BIFAN's
push on new media, 6 Screen-X purposed
short films were on display in one section of
the Fantastic Short Films program. The films
included “Ghost Whale” directed by CHOI
Yang-Hyun, “Fangs” directed by SHIN Jong-
Hun, “Escape” directed by SHIM Sou-Yun
(girl), “Midnight Taxi” directed by KWON
Yang-Houn, “Open Your Eyes” directed by
PARK Yong-Sik and “The Pulley by Steven
Kwang” Directed by HA Myung-Mi (girl). The
high budget shorts were entertaining and
displayed more of what can be achieved
with Screen X as a story telling format as
well as showcasing great talents such famed
actress JO Eun Ji (Fangs) and renowned
actor KWON Hae-Hyo (Midnight Taxi). The

6 directors had much to say on the state of
Screen-X filmmaking and it's clear that for
all filmmakers that the process has been a
growing experience that others can learn
from.

The majority of directors felt that shooting
Screen X was challenging yet educational
and having had time to reflect, all are keen
to make features purposed for Screen-X.
Director HA Myung Mi commented that “... |

{Midnight Taxi)

put a lot of effort into making the story board
and what | thought about became quite
different when it came to shooting and |

also felt a lot of limitations whilst making the
film.” The use of 3 cameras and 3 screens is
an area that filmmakers need to adjust to as
highlighted by director SHIM Sou-Yun: “...
the movement from the 3 cameras can get
quite nauseous so | think | had to make some
concessions, we decided to use one camera
and then we expanded and cut the vertical
sides. What we found is our resolution was

a little worse than other films as we had to
expand our resolution. A key point was not
to make the movie dizzying as a chase film.”
Fellow director KWWON Yang Houn stated
that “... trembling was an important factor
as the 3 cameras are quite heavy there’s not
enough weight to hold it up well. If it shakes
too much it makes you nauseous so | tried

to stabilize it. The technical staff helped

a lot with that.” Other challenges include
budgeting, one producer commenting that
depending on what you do it can be 30 to
100% more expensive than a 2D film ... If you
come with a lot of ideas you can make it more
economical ...”

Despite all these challenges the directors all

felt they were now ready for a feature film in
Screen X format but would like to see some
standardization through Screen-X cinemas
as various cinemas had differing projector
systems and various lengths in terms of
front screen and side walls resulting in
distorting images via depth and dimension.

It was clear that for all filmmakers and crew
members the filming process of Screen-X
was a huge learning curve. SHIM Sou-Yun
echoed the feelings of all the directors “It's

a different type of film making and | suffered
but I dont think I'm not scared of it any more.
I've learned a lot of lessons and for my next
screen X project | will try to put maximize my
story layout over the 3 screens. I'm motivated
to do more. This is just the beginning of
Screen X | think it can improve a lot.

What rang clear throughout all the filmmakers
is that Screen-X is a unique way to express

a cinematic story. As more filmmakers make
more content and more lessons are learned
along with improvements in technology more
filmmakers the experience for audiences

will only get better. And if the high quality of
these short films are anything to go by the
future cannot arrive soon enough.

Chocoshrek

Mermaids, Music, and
Murder: The Lure

{The Lure)

Long before their disneyfication into winsome princesses, mermaids
were a source of absolute terror for those at sea. Enchanting men

with their hypnotic songs and sex appeal, the sirens would drag their
prey under the waves as they smiled, a mythology developed further in
Hans Christian Anderson’s seminal 1837 tale The Little Mermaid. Polish
director Agnieszka Smoczynska twists the inspiration from such sources
into a highly creative new direction with The Lure, a bizarrely fascinating
horror-musical-romantic-fairytale fantasy.

When mermaid sisters Golden (Michalina Olszanska) and Silver (Marta
Mazurek) are befriended by musicians, they quickly become the main
attractions at a seedy gentleman’s club. Yet while they enjoy performing
to the crowds, Golden can’t help but feast on the locals while Silver falls
in love with a guitarist, a dangerous prospect given that she will become
sea foam unless they marry.

The Lure is an incredibly unique experience, one that's brimming with
twisted ideas and innovative sequences from beginning to end. The
mermaids themselves are stunningly realised as cannibalistic eel-like
temptresses who communicate via sonar, spending much their screen
time naked as they are exploited for their exoticism. Combined with

the impressively constructed drab locations that channel communist-
era Poland alongside poverty-stricken grotesque club patrons, the
atmosphere generated is captivating in its unpleasantness forcing
audiences to question just who the monsters are.

A wildly inventive dark fairytale, The Lure is a visual treat and an inspired
genre miss-mash quite unlike anything else in cinemas, likely to develop
a reputation as a modern cult favorite.

Simon McEnteggart

INTERVIEW

KEN and KAZU:
Director and Actors Interview

Screening in BIFANS World Cinema Blue program, winner of the
‘Japanese Cinema Splash Best Film" award at the 2015 Tokyo
International Film festival, “Ken and Kazu” directed by Hiroshi
Shoji and starring Shinsuke Kato (Ken) and Katsuya Maiguma
(Kazu) had the following to share with us before its cinema release
in Japan July 30th.

How did you come up with the story? What or who influences you?

Hiroshi Shoji: As for the screenplay, | wanted to come up with

a universal story. | was influenced a lot by Korean films, the
strength of Korean film is story because it can be related to any
person in the world so | was highly influenced by Korean film and
that was delivered into my film. | was influenced by many films
including The Town and Training Day. Director BONG Joon Ho is
also a major influence. | really enjoy his films.

Was it difficult to connect to your bad guy characters?

Katsuya Maiguma: Personally I'm a very good guy not a bad guy at
all so it was very challenging for me so every night | punched my
pillow.

Shinsuke Kato: In my case I'm a natural born bad guy so it was
easier for me. For my character and other characters of course
they're all bad guys but | believe there are some reasons for their
lives and their choices and they're just trying to live their own
lives. That was how we viewed their backgrounds to understand
our characters.

Why did you choose to use close ups a lot in the film and are any

of the scenes from your short film?

Hiroshi Shoji: Actually there are some scenes that reflect my own
life in the film. When | was younger, | used to follow other people
with a sword in my hand so | guess my youth was kind of wild. |
wanted to deliver the emotions of the characters directly so one of
the tools for that is to use close ups.

Ken and Kazu is an independent gangster drama worth watching.
The director and actors would like to thank BIFAN and Korea for
its support. Chocoshrek
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