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FEATURE

Experience Next Generation
Virtual Reality Here at BIFAN

Thomas Nam's (NAFF General Director at
BIFAN) move to have a VR dome at BIFAN
reflects the progressive attitude to digital media
that BIFAN has always and continues to have
under new incumbents, Festival Director CHOI
Young-Bae and Committee Chairman CHUNG
Ji-Young. The virtual reality dome comes to

us via its creator Ed Lantz (Vortex Inmersion
Media president and CEO) and his collaborator
John Heinsen (Founder of Bunnygraph
Entertainment). Both long time experts in

their respective fields, the two men are great
visionaries of the Virtual Reality medium.

The Dome at BIFAN

Ed Lantz: “We're here to just give a taste to
show what's possible ... (the full potential of
this medium hasn’t been reached yet, it's going
to take some experimentation to get there) it's
an emerging format and | would say check this
out you ain’t seen nothing yet.”

John Heinsen: ‘It's a really exciting space, its
all about creativity and invention and that's why
people should come. There's the technical side
of it and the content side of it, which is all really
interesting for people to come and see. It's
really the future of what cinema represents and
it's how technology can power storytellers and
artists to expand and tell their stories’

VR and Korea

Ed Lantz: “I'm impressed with (Korea) and
people are very eager to jump on new things
and people seem very fast at adapting ... I'm
excited by Korea, it's good energy and vibe ...

Now's the time to get familiar with the space
... ultimately it's the right time to be [part of
the conversation and build competency] it's
fundamentally important for media makers

to understand the space and stay up with it
because 10 years from now it's going to be a
different world for us.”

John Heinsen: ‘I'm an advisor to a company in
LA that's actually the North American office of a
Korean company that just launched here. It's a
video platform called winvention, the company
is called Titan Platform in Gangnam ... through
that CEQ | came to know Ed (Lantz)."

Content/Filmmakers and VR

John Heinsen: “What's so exciting about these
times is you can write the rules and break them
because there are norules ... a lot of studios

are worried about the money they're losing,

they're worried about shrinking audiences,
they're worried about piracy. Well the future is
not about old money it's about finding the new
money and technology enables people to do
that. The problem is there’s no standardization
yet and once there is, there will be those
revenue streams.’

Ed Lantz: “Filmmakers can’t get funding to
make films when there’s not enough screens,
developers who provide the screens say,
‘where’s the killer content? They don’t want
to make theaters when there’s no content, so
the way we have dealt with that is we've been
doing these pop up domes where we build the
domes and the show and now, it's a complete

experience”

Chocoshrek

Angels, Devils,
and The Neon Demon

The exploitation and abuse of the female image is

an incredibly potent subject, one that is belatedly
receiving more mainstream coverage thanks to the

rise of feminist discourses. The themes have been
explored by filmmakers before, but rarely have they been
as mesmerising and visceral as Nicolas Winding Refn's
psychological horror The Neon Demon.

Jesse (Elle Fanning) is a beautiful young girl from out

of town, who travels to the big city in order to pursue a
career as a model. Luckily for her, Jesse has a special
‘something’ that makes her highly desirable, resulting in a
rapid rise to prominence and inciting the ire of those more
established in the business. As Jesse delves deeper into
the world of professional modelling she begins to lose
herself in a deluge of narcissism and neon.

Due to controversial manner in which female
appearance is explored, The Neon Demon has proved
to be quite a divisive film yet there’s no denying the
enchanting power within. Rein’s masterful use of color
of space is stunning, employing them to symbolise the
vacuous nature of the industry and Jesse's descent from
innocence into egomania. Locations constantly entrap
the women within a web of mirrors, neon and costume
where the only power resides in their appearance, a
construction that Refn continually points to as male
generated. As such the extremes that the women go

to are horrific, but are a manifestation born out of the
misogynistic world in which they reside.

The use of sound is also incredibly impressive
throughout The Neon Demon, as periods of unsettling
silence are interjected with Cliff Martinez's superb
electronic score, combing with the sumptuous visuals
to create a disturbing tale that resonates long after the
credits roll.

Simon McEnteggart

INTERVIEW

Fantastic Film School
Students

As part of NAFF 2016, 24 emerging
filmmakers from 15 countries are
participating in the Fantastic Film School
(FFS), a workshop taught by established
professionals in the industry to train

the next generation and support their
career advancement. Here's what they

have to say about the program:

“I'm currently preparing my first feature
film, Lost in Chinatown, so I'd like to

learn how to present and market my

Ying Xian Lim.

own film project. Also, | want to learn
about the ins-and-outs of international
co-production, financing, and markets. I've never attended these kind of genre
film makers labs, so it’s quite a new experience for me. I've been to the Busan
AFA and also Tokyo Talent, but they're fairly different. They're more focused on
drama and arthouse film, so it's quite new for me and exciting.”

Chih-Wei Chang, Taiwan (Independent filmmaker, PhD program Chung-ang University)

“We usually do more indie and arthouse films, but in recent years we've gone
into genre filmmaking. We're in pre-production for a zombie film right now, and
we are also in development for an action thriller based on Na Hong-jin's The
Chaser, so | thought this would be the perfect place to learn more about genre
filmmaking. | think I'm mostly looking forward to...well everything! I'm quite
open to all the opportunities that are coming.”

Ying Xian Lim, Malaysia (Producer at Greenlight Pictures)

“l wanted to have an opportunity to meet some people who love film like me and
make a variety of friends from other countries, and also get some good advice
from the lecturers. It's a really good chance to improve my skills and make
friends. | had a really good class with Vincent Ngo, he gave us good tips about
how to write, and how to make a real film in short sentences and concepts.

| learned a lot and enjoyed the class. I'm most looking forward to the writing
classes.”

Euijin Lee, South Korea (Screenwriter)

Simon McEnteggart
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