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FEATURE

Confessions of an Auteur:
A Master Class with
Nakashima Tetsuya

To say that director/scribe Nakashima
Tetsuya is one of the most creative
filmmakers in contemporary Japanese
cinema feels like an understatement. His
ability to fascinate with strikingly inventive
colours and dynamic visual compositions,
alongside intensely powerful and provocative
themes, have propelled the him to cult status
and international acclaim.

The director will be celebrated throughout
BIFAN 2016 with a special program dedicated
to his incredibly creative and thrilling
cinematic achievements, entitled | Confess,
Nakashima Tetsuya. Audiences can revel in
the vivid bubblegum stylizations and narrative
eccentricities of Kamikaze Girls (2004),
Memories of Matsuko (2006), and Paco and the
Magical Book (2008), before delving into the
maestro’s darker, more macabre explorations
with Confessions (2010) and The World of
Kanako (2014). It's a great opportunity for fans
to revisit his work, and for newbies to discover
his cult status, on the big screen.

For many, Confessions is the highlight in the
auteur’s consistently impressive career and as
such a special screening of the film alongside
a Master Class was held with Nakashima
Tetsuya — and moderated by BIFAN

{The World of Kanako)

programmer Alice Yoo - where he explained
in an extremely comprehensive manner

about the themes and characters throughout
his filmography. He began by explaining his
focus on adaptations, stating, “When | take

an original story and say I'm going to turn it
into an original film, people are more relieved
and more likely to invest. So it's for a practical
reason.” Here are some of the highlights
regarding his body of work:

On Kamikaze Girls:

“We filmed in the middle of summer and it
was so hot and there was no shade, so the
crew would pass out from the heat. They were
very harsh circumstances.” [...] “We had no
budget set aside for the artwork, so the hair
and other artwork we managed to do by going
to a junkyard and getting all the props that
way.”

On Memories of Matsuko:

“l expressed desire and love, and the
character of Matsuko has a good side and an
evil side. So the love that she wants to pursue,
there are many people who could identify
with that but there are many people who can
identify with her desire as well, so it's up to the
audience to decide about her character.”

On Paco and the Magical Book:

“Everyone was wearing a lot of makeup. When
you have this much makeup on it's very hard
to show a difference in subtle expressions. So
the actors had to rely on their eyes a lot, and it
was hard to express emotions. While we were
shooting | was thinking, wow these people can
do a wide variety of expressions with just their
eyes”

On Confessions:

“In the case of the teacher in this film, and the
students and their distorted kind of mentality,

| thought that if | make a film out of this kind of
story, then how could | portray the characters?
| thought it was right to have a monotone
world, without any color. The objects in the
frame, | took out as many as | could. | wanted
to show only minimal things.”

On The World of Kanako:

“I made The World of Kanako because |

was interested in the structure.” [...] “I'm

not sure whether we have to identify with

the characters, | don't think that's absolutely
necessary. If everybody loves a character

and film, that's not appealing to me. It's

more interesting to have films that cause
controversy and get controversial responses
from the audience.”

Simon McEnteggart

Lost In Hong Kong:
A Salute
to Hong Kong films

‘Lostin Hong' is the third installment in the “Lost”
series from its star Xu Zheng (Lost on Journey 2010)
and the 2nd in the series directed by the man himself
after his feature directing debut with Lost in Thailand
(2012).

The comedy tells the story of art student Xu Lai (Xu
Zheng)who falls in love with his university classmate
Yang Yi (Du Juan). A montage of mishaps tells us

the couple have failed to have a first kiss before
circumstance brings about their separation. Xu

Lai eventually finds love, marries and becomes
successful outside of the art world. Whilst on
vacation with his wife Cai Bo (Vicki Zhao Wei) and
her overbearing family in Hong Kong, the opportunity
to meet Yang Yi comes up and Xu Lai feels an urge to
complete that unfinished kiss with his first love. With
his annoying constantly filming brother-in-law Lala
(Bao Bei'er) undesirably in tow, Xu Lai sets out on his
quest and he will eventually have to choose between
his first love and his wife.

It's a laugh a minute salute to Hong Kong cinema
which includes prolific filmmaker Wong Jing (From
Vegas to Macau series 2014-2016) as a parody of
himself, references to other films including Chungking
Express (1994), Jackie Chan and Stephen Chow styled
physical comedic action and a soundtrack that will
send any Cantopop fans back in time.

Comedy is a difficult genre to transcend boundaries
as cultural and social experiences will vary with
each country and persons comedic attitude, but Lost
in Hong Kong seems to have enough silliness for
everyone to have a good laugh

Chocoshrek

INTERVIEW

In Conversation with
Romain Roll

Luxemburg native Romain
Roll is a man who knows his
genre films. Currently working
as the market manager for
the Brussels International
Film Festival where he is
busy preparing the launch
of the first European genre
film market, Mr. Roll also
serves as a coordinator for
the federation of European

{Lost In Hong Kong)

Fantastic Film Festivals,
promoting genre films from the region. In short, he is a very busy man. Yet
despite his hectic schedule Mr. Roll took the time to answer questions about the
importance of genre cinema and BIFAN's role in the industry.

How often have you been to BIFAN?

It's now my sixth time here at BIFAN. | remember the very first time, it was in
2000. So it was 16 years ago, when it was at the beginning and now | can see
during all those years the big evolution of the festival.

What part of BIFAN is the most important to you?

For me the most important part is of course the industry gatherings - so meeting

people, especially from Asia, and making very good contacts with those people.
Of course also checking out some Asian movies, especially Korean movies, as |
don't have the chance to see them everywhere.

Why do you think genre film festivals are so important to the film industry?

Genre film are in two ways very important for the film industry. The first point is
an economic point because they are the only films who get a financial return,
and also there's a huge market. There's a huge audience for genre movies that
goes from children, young people, teenagers to old people because genre films
really reflect our society, and when society has really big problems you can see
thatin genre movies. It's a kind of expression.

Do you have any words for BIFAN?

| want to congratulate BIFAN for their 20th anniversary and | hope that we can
have the 40th and 50th anniversaries together!
Simon McEnteggart
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